
Each fall, Triton high school adds members to the Triton Hall of Fame. This year’s induction 

ceremony, held on October 12
th
,2019, was the 8

th
 annual.  Each year since 2012, Triton has 

honored outstanding achievements of athletes, coaches and community supporters of West 

Concord, Dodge Center, Claremont and Triton high school.  This year, West Concord was well 

represented among the inductees.  

Among them was my classmate and good friend Dan Miller (WCHS class of 1971). Dan 

excelled in football, wrestling and track.  In football, he was All-Conference 3 years and was on 

WCCO's All-State team his senior year. He played on the offensive line for Mankato State 

where he started all 4 years. He was selected to the All North Central Conference team in 1974 

and was selected to the All-American Academic Team that same year.  

Dan wrestled heavyweight at West Concord and was a Conference Champion two years.  On the 

track team, he did the discus and shot put.  He was a two time 

Wasioja conference champ in the shot put.  I remember in 3
rd

 grade 

one day we compared hand size.  I held my hand up to his and 

even then his hands were at least an inch longer and a bit wider 

than mine. I also remember coming home and asking my mom if 

she thought my hands were big.  Not knowing where I was going 

with this question, she said they were just the right size.  Then I 

told her how big Dan’s mitts were.   He was always a big strong 

guy.   In fact I was at Mankato State for two of the years he played 

there.  I would hang out with him and his offensive line buddies.  

Talk about having personal body guards when we went out on the 

town.  I was definitely the small guy in the crowd.  One of the tight 

ends from that Mankato State team, Bob Bruer, played for the 49ers and the Vikings from 1979-

1983.   

The 1984 WCHS Homecoming king and queen were both inducted into the HOF this year.  And 

it was not just because they wore the crowns well.  They were both very athletic.  Heather 

Casey Smith or as we knew her…Doc Casey’s girl Heather was all conference in basketball and 

volleyball. She was a 1000 point scorer for WC.  Heather has a Masters in Occupational 

Therapy from the University of Minnesota and has been working in that field for the last 10 

years. 

The Homecoming King in 1984 was Barry Hargens.  Barry was a 3 sport star for West Concord. 

From 1980-1984, he was the leader of some pretty good basketball teams.  He, like Heather was 

a 1000 point scorer.  In fact, Barry holds the all-time West Concord scoring record with 1242 

points scored in his WC career.  He beat out another Triton HOF member, Richard Raddatz, 

who played for West Concord high school from 1950-1954 and scored 1136 points.  Barry was 

nominated twice for Minnesota’s Mr. Basketball. Barry was a six year letter winner in track and 

he was all conference in football two years.  

Another West Concord HOF inductee this year is Sharon Gunhus.  Sharon now joins her late 



husband Lorry and her son Erik in the Hall of Fame.  I don’t have enough space in this column 

to tell everything I should about Sharon.  

Title IX was passed in 1972 and Sharon was instrumental in organizing girls’ sports at West 

Concord and was a pioneer in the girls’ sports programs at West Concord.  Sharon began 

successful programs as the head basketball and track coach for many years along with being 

involved in various levels of volleyball, gymnastics and softball.  As a PE teacher, she brought 

this same pioneering spirit and taught many different activities.  Many in WC and Triton will 

remember the circus that she put on every year. She organized an elementary track and field 

meet, took students bowling and taught thousands of children how to swim.    

Teaching people to swim was a passion for Sharon.  She managed the WC pool for 

approximately 15 years. She was elected to sit on the board of the Rochester Chapter of the Red 

Cross serving two 3 year terms.  Volunteering and giving back to the communities of West 

Concord and Triton was very important to Sharon.  A saying that she was fond of was, “ I am 

only one, but I am someone. I can’t do everything, but I can do something.”  

She married Lorry in 1962.  Sharon passed away in May 1997 from breast cancer at the age of 

57.  Her spirit lives on though through all the people she touched in those 57 years. 

The 1962-1963 West Concord Basketball team coached by Richard Hanson was inducted in to 

the Triton HOF.  I remember watching this team as a 4
th
 grader.  This team had a 17-1 regular 

season record and was Wasioja Conference Champions. They lost in the Sub District Finals to 

Kenyon finishing with an 18-2 record.  Coach Hanson told his team after the game that they did 

everything they could to try to win that game but when the opponent is shooting 75-90%, it’s 

almost impossible.   

Dave Tengwall was a sophomore on this team but was a force on the inside.  Blaine Charlton 

had the quickest and evasive first two steps of anyone on the court and always had an open 

jump shot.  Dave and Blaine went on to play college ball. Coach Hanson thought that Tom 

Wilson and Gary Trelstad were the best guard duo in the state.  The coach called Gary the leader 

of the pack.  He was always the fastest down the court with or without the ball. Other team 

members included Dan Zeller, Nick Wilson, Dwight Hvitved, Don Braatz, Kerry Frederick, Pat 

Smith and Steve Bjerke.  Gary Golden was team manager. 

Other inductees this year included Greg Lussier from Claremont (1983). Greg was Wasioja All-

Conference in 3 sports for 4 years. He was one of the finest athletes in Claremont history.  Shari 

Keck Neuharth was in the same class as Greg. Like Greg, Shari was a 4 year letter winner in 3 

sports, volleyball, basketball and softball.  Both Shari and Greg were 1000 point scorers in 

basketball. 

Matt Hanson, Triton class of 2004 was a 5 time letter winner in cross country and wrestling.  He 

qualified for State 3 times in wrestling and twice in cross country. Matt was also a 6 time letter 



winner in track. He has the school record in the 800m, 1600m, 3200m and the 5k.   Matt went 

on to earn a Doctorate of Education from the University of South Dakota and today he is a 

professional triathlete and coach. 

Tyler Head, Triton class of 2011 was inducted to the Hall of Fame in the Supporter/Fan 

category.  During his high school years, he was very active in managing football, basketball and 

wrestling.  Tyler lettered twice in track running the 100- and 200-meter dash, along with 10 

other varsity letters during his high school career. He played an active role as team manager in 

two state tournament teams in basketball and football. 

**NOTE**  You can scroll down to see what was in the HOF program in October 2019 and all 

the way down you will see a complete list of Triton HOF members. 



 



 



 



 



 

 


